Saint Francis Catholic Community in Cuenca

12" Sunday of Ordinary Time-A, June 21, 2026

In Service to the English-speaking Catholic Community and Visitors of Cuenca

WELCOME TO OUR
ENGLISH-SPEAKING
CATHoOLIC FAMILY IN
CUENCA!

OUR PASTORS:

Padre Joffre Astudillo,
Pastor of San Francisco

Father Kevin Codd,
Presider of the English-
Speaking Catholics of
Cuenca. Contact Father
| W, Kevinat:

£ > Mobile: 099-726-0770
WhatsApp: +1 509-991-2411
Email: KACODD@GMAIL.COM

REGULAR EVENTS:
Mass in English:
Sunday: 10:00 am
Followed by Coffee & Not Donuts
Iglesia San Francisco
Padre Aguirre y Pdte. Cordova
(Plaza San Francisco)

Weekday Mass: Wednesdays, 11:00 am,
Father Kevin’s home: Edificio Alqgamari,
Los Capulies y Los Molles. Apt. 502.

Reconciliation and Anointing of the
Sick: By appointment. Please contact
Father Kevin to schedule.

We’re on Social Media

«» Our WEBSITE:
CuencaCatholic.org

** You can find us on FACEBOOK
at CUENCA ENGLISH MASS

«» Audio of Father Kevin’s recent
homilies can be found at:
kacodd.podbean.com

HAPPY FATHERS DAY!

Wednesday Mass
Our Wednesday Masses will be on hiatus until at least September
as Father Kevin settles into his new home in Auquilula over the
summer. Our Pastoral Council will be reviewing your input from
the recent survey and together with Father Kevin will make our
plans for the future.

Moving Update, Sales, and Give-Aways

The movers are coming to pack up Father Kevin’s apartment on
Thursday, June 25t%, and the move itself will be the next day,
Friday, June 26, Father may need some help on moving day or
in the days thereafter with cleaning and setting things up, but will
let folks know later in the week. There will also be a lot of
yardwork to do so if you want to know again the joy of getting
your hands in the dirt, stay tuned!

St. Francis could not abide lepers, and
with good reason. The open wounds, the
eating away of the flesh and limbs, let
alone the odor would keep any person
away (remember our fears during

the pandemic?) After the conversion of St.
Francis, one day he was riding his horse
and came upon a leper in the road. “Do I
turn away?” was of course, his immediate tendency, but suddenly
St. Francis dismounted. He walked up to the leper and kissed him.
As Francis rode away, it occurred to him that he had just kissed
Christ. From that moment on, all lepers became the special cause
of Francis and all his followers.

In this Jubilee Year of St. Francis, how can we do any less? Who
are the lepers in our lives? Who is it that we most want to avoid
speaking to? (No, we do not need to kiss them!). But this is the
perfect time to pray for that person. It is the perfect time to ask
ourselves why this person annoys us. It is the perfect time to
show our love for Jesus to them as Francis did. —Chrystal Holley



mailto:KACODD@GMAIL.COM
https://kacodd.podbean.com/

A Few Words from Father Kevin...

Dear Friends,

If you follow the news, you cannot help but
know that Pope Leo’s pastoral visit to Spain
was aremarkable success. [t was much more
than just the 1.2 million people who gathered
in the streets of Madrid to greet him or the
spectacular “light and sound” show that
inaugurated the great tower of Jesus Christ of
the Basilica de la Sagrada Familia in
Barcelona. Pope Leo also offered many
words to the people of Spain and the world as
he proclaimed anew the fundamental
teachings of Jesus as applied to the world we
live in today. They were words of
encouragement and challenge. In some
ways, Leo is soft-spoken, but he is not one to
mince words or replace his prophetic role
with one of simple loquaciousness. Take, for
example, his speech before the Prime
Minister, the Congress and Senate of Spain:

In this sense, if life ceases to be recognized
as a fundamental value, what future can our
societies have? Can a community that leaves
in the shadows the unborn child, the elderly,
the sick, those who suffer in silence, or those
who depend entirely on the care of others be
called fully just? The defense of human life is
not a partial question nor a confessional
interest: it is a goal of civilization. Every
human life must be recognized and
safeguarded from conception to its natural
end, in every circumstance of its existence.
When this certainty is obscured, the most
vulnerable are the first victims and the law
loses its deepest meaning: to serve and
protect every person. That is why the moral
greatness of a nation is manifested above all
in its capacity to accompany, protect, and
love those lives that pass through greater
fragility.

Being a son of Chicago, undoubtedly, Pope
Leo has been influenced by the late
archbishop of that city, Joseph Bernardin,
who famously imaged Catholic moral and
social teaching as a seamless garment, that
is the same principle of guarding human
dignity moves us to protect the human life of
the unborn even as it moves us to protect the
life of the immigrant, the imprisoned, the sick
and infirm, the elderly, and anyone deemed
useless in society.

Pope Leo is both pastor and prophet not just
to the Church, but to the world.

Auquilula? Where is This Place?

Father Kevin's new home, the purchase of which will be
complete on Tuesday of this coming week, is located in a rural
area about 15 miles south of Cuenca. If you know the Wayra
Plaza/Megamaxi complex, then that is where you will find the
road going first to El Valle, then on towards the village of Santa
Ana overlooking Cuenca. Between El Valle and Santa Ana, a
small river runs north/south (Rio Maluay); at that river, one
turns left into the Auquilula neighborhood. Father Kevin’s new
home is located about a half mile in, just in front of the
Auquilula-Santa Ana bridge. Cuenca’s #24 bus line terminates
almost in front of the new house.

Little Brown Envelopes: Next Week

Next Sunday, June 28, is the last Sunday of the month and we
will be taking up our monthly Little Brown Envelope collection
in support of the Fundacién de Santa Maria de la Esperanza,
in Chordeleg and Gualaceo. Please be as generous as possible to
this extraordinary ministry in service to the abandoned young
and elderly of our region.
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S AND GRANDFATHERS WHO MODEL

E OF GOD THE FATHER; MAY THEY BE

OR THEIR GOODNESS TO US ALL!

E CHILDREN OF OUR PARROQUIA DE SAN

RANCISCO WHO HAVE JUST RECEIVED THEIR FIRST

COMMUNION AND FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO WERE

RECENTLY CONFIRMED.

FOR GARY AND VICKI POLLICE’S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW.

LISA, WHO IS DEALING WITH SEVERAL SERIOUS HEALTH

ISSUES INCLUDING A POSSIBLE CANCER THAT WOULD BE

INOPERABLE.

FOR SUE HAMPTON WHO WILL BE HAVING HIP SURGERY

IN THE COMING WEEKS.

FOR CORNELIA, A DEAR FRIEND OF RICHARD FRAUMENI
AND MOTHER OF THREE, WHO IS SUFFERING FROM GRAVE
HEART CONDITIONS.

> FOR 2-YEAR-OLD, MURPHY LAWSON, GRANDDAUGHTER
OF SALLIE LAWSON, WHO HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH
WILLIAMS SYNDROME, A GENETIC CONDITION.

> FORALL WHO ARE PRESENTLY OR WILL BE SOON
TRAVELING: DON AND LETTY FORONDA, DOLLY
ESPINOZA, TAYLOR HAMPTON, RICHARD FRAUMENI,
NANCY AND WARD SMYTH.

> FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE, SUDAN, AND THE MIDDLE EAST.




