Saint Francis Catholic Community in Cuenca
11" Sunday of Ordinary Time-A, June 14, 2026

In Service to the English-speaking Catholic Community and Visitors of Cuenca

WELCOME TO OUR
ENGLISH-SPEAKING
CATHOLIC FAMILY IN
CUENCA!

OUR PASTORS:

Padre Joffre Astudillo,
Pastor of San Francisco

Father Kevin Codd,
Presider of the English-
Speaking Catholics of
Cuenca. Contact Father
Kevin at:

Fr £ Mobile: 099-726-0770
WhatsApp: +1 509-991-2411
Email: KACODD@GMAIL.COM

REGULAR EVENTS:
Mass in English:
Sunday: 10:00 am
Followed by Coffee & Not Donuts
Iglesia San Francisco
Padre Aguirre y Pdte. Cordova
(Plaza San Francisco)

Weekday Mass: Wednesdays, 11:00 am,
Father Kevin’s home: Edificio Algamari,
Los Capulies y Los Molles. Apt. 502.

Reconciliation and Anointing of the
Sick: By appointment. Please contact
Father Kevin to schedule.

We’re on Social Media

«» Our WEBSITE:
CuencaCatholic.org

** You can find us on FACEBOOK
at CUENCA ENGLISH MASS

«» Audio of Father Kevin’s recent
homilies can be found at:
kacodd.podbean.com

Independence Day

‘ For those among us who are citizens of the
United States of America, the Fourth of July is
always a great day worth celebrating with

picnics, fireworks, and the singing of our best
patriotic hymns and songs. Especially this year,
as the nation celebrates its 250th anniversary of independence
from a distant king, we are called to rededicate ourselves to the
founding principles of our democracy: All human beings are
created equal and deserve equal respect and dignity. The right to
participate in choosing who leads us and the laws that bind us
through free and fair elections. The responsibility to seek the
common good. The promise to care for the weak, the infirm, the
stranger among us. The right to follow the religion our
conscience leads us to. Among many others!

Wednesday Mass

As has been announced, our Wednesday
Masses will be on hiatus over the summer

months as Father Kevin settles into his new
home outside of the city. In early September,
we will announce our revised plan for our
weekday Mass.

Renovation Update

Father Kevin's crew of workers led by Emilio Morocho, are
making great progress on getting his new home repaired,
renovated, and touched up. Much of the indoor work has been
completed: painting of the interior, addition of a shower to the
upstairs bathroom, installation of security cameras both inside
and out, new flooring in the bedrooms and hallways, and the
terra cotta floor tile has been deep cleaned and sealed. Automatic
openers will be added on Monday to the main gate. Already, the
crew is beginning working outside, repairing stucco, cleaning and
varnishing exterior woodwork, and painting the exterior.

Great help from parishioners has made the work go even faster
and made the house more comfortable for Father Kevin to live in,
even though his mattress is still on the floor (beds and dining
table are yet to come!). A hearty thanks to Jeff Talaga, Laurie
Jessup, Tina Hatzenbuehler, Tony and Evelyn Tamayo, and Linda
Sorrento. In the days and weeks ahead, there will be plenty to do
out there so please feel free to volunteer!
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A Few Words from Father Kevin...

Dear Friends,

The history of Christianity almost from the
beginning has been plagued with divisions,
different opinions on doctrines, and even actual
schisms, one group breaking from the mother
Church. Sadly, this past week, we witnessed
the reality of schism yet again with the
unauthorized ordination of four bishops within
the ultra-traditionalist community, The Priestly
Society of Saint Pius X, (SSPX), founded
following the Second Vatican Council by
Archbishop Marcel Lefebre. Archbishop
Lefebre and his followers almost immediately
setthemselves against notjust the reform of the
Roman liturgy, but just as importantly against
many of the teachings of the Council, and even
more importantly, against the very authority of
the Ecumenical Council and the Pope to make
these changes. Popes Paul VI, John Paul I,
Benedict XVI, Francis, and now Leo XIV have all
extended paternal hands to the leaders of the
Society in efforts to both keep them within and
bring them back into doctrinal communion with
the Roman Church. Those 60 years of effort
have led only to further hardening of the SSPX’s
objections to any and all reform of the Church.
Without papal approval, they ordained bishops,
which is an act of disobedience so grave that it
merits automatic excommunication of all those
who actively participated in the deed. After sixty
years, the leaders of the SSPX have made their
definitive choice for schism and it is a
heartbreaking choice for all the Church.

There was a particularly telling moment in the
ordination rite they exercised last week:
according to the ancient tradition of the
Church, the apostolic approval of the
ordinations has to be proclaimed (that is, the
approval of the Successor of the Apostle Peter,
the present pope). They made the proclamation
even though they lacked precisely that authority
to proceed: a kind of liturgical lie that made it
clear they were no longer acting in good faith or
in communion with nor in obedience to the
Successor of Peter.

So, the Roman Catholic Church continues her
pilgrimage through history without the SSPX. It
was their choice, not ours, so we pray for them:
may they see the error of their choice and return
to communion with the One, Holy, Catholic,
and Apostolic Church. May Christian unity
with all churches, denominations, and
Christian communities be restored in God’s
good time so that we might all together
witness to Christ’s one body in this world so
in need of our unity, peace, and fraternal love.

Earthquake Relief
As you know from the news, Venezuela was struck by two
devastating earthquakes last week. Many buildings collapsed
and many have died. Those who survive are in great need for
the basics of life. If you would like to contribute to their relief,
you can do so in two ways:
From accounts in the United States you may access Catholic
Relief Services: https://www.crs.org/where-we-work/latin-
america-caribbean/venezuela
Here in Cuenca, there will be a special collection at all Masses
this Sunday, July 5t%. You can also make direct transfers to the
Ecuadorian Episcopal Conference: Banco Pichincha, Cuenta
Corriente: 30844269-04, RUC: 1790100219001.

Jubilee of Saint Francis: A
Saint Francis and the “TAU” %jﬁ’
Upon entering the Iglesia de San Francisco, }/
one might see the image of the Tau carved m
into the wood along the sides. Perhaps you

have seen people wearing the Tau on a cord around their neck.
The Tau is the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet. In the book of
Ezekiel 9:4, Ezekiel sees a vision where those chosen by God
are marked with the Tau. When St. Francis was 33 years old, he
attended the Fourth Lateran Council. Pope Innocent Il opened
the council with the description of Ezekiel 9 and the
importance that people needed to be “marked” with the Tau to
show they are wanting to follow Jesus. When St. Francis heard
that, he began signing everything with the Tau instead of his
name, and now it is the symbol of all Franciscans. Just as nuns
or friars wear a “habit” (a costume), lay Franciscans wear the
Tau as their “habit.” —Chrystal Holley
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TIMS AND SURVIVORS OF THE RECENT

AKES IN VENEZUELA; MAY ABUNDANT AND

EROUS RELIEF BE THEIRS.

FOR SUE HAMPTON, WHO WILL BE HAVING HIP SURGERY

ON MONDAY. MAY THE SURGERY GO PERFECTLY AND MAY

ALL WHO TEND TO HER DURING THE OPERATION AND IN

RECOVERY BE GUIDED BY THE HEALING HANDS OF THE

LORD.

FOR RAMIRO ALVAREZ, A FORMER STUDENT OF FATHER

KEVIN FROM WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY, WHO IS

PREPARING TO WALK THE 500-MILE PILGRIM WAY TO

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA IN SPAIN.

» FOR2-YEAR-OLD, MURPHY LAWSON, GRANDDAUGHTER
OF SALLIE LAWSON, WHO HAS BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH
WILLIAMS SYNDROME, A GENETIC CONDITION.

» FORALL WHO ARE PRESENTLY OR WILL BE SOON
TRAVELING: DON AND LETTY FORONDA, & JEFF TALAGA.

» FORALL WHO MAKE THEIR HOME IN THE UNITED STATES
ON THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND.



https://www.crs.org/where-we-work/latin-america-caribbean/venezuela
https://www.crs.org/where-we-work/latin-america-caribbean/venezuela

